

CIVIL RIGHTS 1968 COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE

CIVIL RIGHTS INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 


4 -5 OCTOBER 2008 GUILDHALL, DERRY



FRIDAY 3 OCTOBER 2008


Below The Radar TV presents a preview screening of “The Day The Troubles Began” in the Nerve Centre, Derry


Northern Ireland has had many historic days in the last 40 years. October 5th, 1968 could be the most important. In this documentary, many of those who took part in the Civil Rights march in Derry on this date talk of the international influences that drove them to take to the streets in protest. Featuring interviews with the voices of dissent in America, Europe and Northern Ireland including Rev Jesse Jackson and Tom Hayden.

The preview will be followed by a Q & A session hosted by the BBC’s Jim Fitzpatrick and to include Ivan Cooper and the historian Dr Simon Prince.

This event is INVITE ONLY as there is limited space in the Nerve Centre.


SATURDAY 4 OCTOBER 2008 

Theme: Civil Rights Day of Reflection


9.30am
Registration

10.00am
Welcome from John Hume Nobel Laureate 

10.15am
Video Footage of Civil Rights 1968



including  home video in colour shot by John McGurk on civil rights 

march in October 5th 1968 



Introduced by John McGurk

10.30am
Reflections on Civil Rights 



Ivan Cooper, Civil Rights Leader


Maureen Hetherington, the Junction, Derry



Chair: Dympna McGlade

11.30am
Personal Reflections on Civil Rights – open the floor to personal 


testimonials of civil rights introduced by Fionnbarra Ó Dochartaigh


1.00pm
Lunch



2.00pm
KEYNOTE ADDRESS by President Mary McAleese 



Chair: Edwina Stewart



John Hume will introduce the President

2.30pm 
approx
Commemoration Committee Civil Rights DVD

3.00pm
Reflections on Civil Rights 



Nell McCafferty, journalist


Dermot McClenaghan Civil Rights activist



Chair: Brid Rodgers



in advance of this session  members of the Derry Citizens Action 


Committee will be honoured.


4.00pm
Political session “The Impact of Civil Rights on Northern Ireland”



4.00pm
Address by Mark Durkan MP MLA



4.15pm
Address by Deputy First Minister 




Martin McGuinness MP MLA



4.30pm
Address by Gregory Campbell MP MLA
5.30pm
Close

8.00pm
Social Evening Guildhall



Comhaltas musicians





SUNDAY 5 OCTOBER 2008

Theme: The Civil Rights Challenges Today

11.00am
“40 years on – The Civil Rights Challenges in Ireland”



Patricia McKeown President ICTU, 


Avila Kilmurray, Community Foundation NI


Professor Monica McWilliams, Chief Commissioner, 


NI Human Rights Commission


Dr. Maurice Manning, President, 


The Irish Human Rights Commission 



Chair: Anne Devlin

12.00pm
International Civil Rights Challenges



Ms Ngozi Ajayi and Ms Daisy Nwanjoku representatives from 


International Federation of Women Lawyers (FIDA) in Niger Delta

1.00pm 
Lunch

2.00pm
The role of the media and civil rights



A discussion on the role of the media and civil rights.



Chair: Rodney Rice, RTE Journalist



Anne Robinson, journalist


James Nesbitt, actor 


Pat McArt, former editor of the Derry Journal




Martin Cowley, journalist (tbc)


Poilin Ni Chiarain, journalist


Notes:



1. There will be a civil rights exhibition on display over the weekend in the Guildhall.


2. Amnesty International will have a stall


3. St Cecilia’s College are hosting two school civil rights forums on 3 and 6 October 2008



